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INTRODUCTION/REVIEW 
 
In Galatians 1:11-2:21 Paul is emphasizing that his gospel is not man’s gospel. In 2:1-10, 
he proves this by contending for the genuine nature of the gospel of grace over against 
the false brothers’ legalistic “gospel” of faith plus works (2:4). 
 
In 2:4, Paul says that false brothers crept into the church so that they might bring 
believers into slavery. In response, Paul goes on the offensive and sets out to abolish this 
wretched slave trade of the Judaizers. 
 
Last week we examined the issue of spiritual slavery. Every man by virtue of his fallen 
nature is born into a state of bondage/slavery. Every man enters this world under a curse. 
Spiritual slavery is a horrible state of existence. Briefly, by way of review, we learned 
that spiritual slavery consists of: 
 
1. SPIRITUAL SLAVERY IS TO LIVE UNDER THE LAW’S COMMAND OF PERFECT 

OBEDIENCE FOR LIFE (“DO AND LIVE.”). 
 
We saw this point illustrated from Matthew 19 in Jesus’ conversation with the rich young 
man. In response to the young man’s question, “16 Teacher, what good thing shall I do 
that I may obtain eternal life?,” Jesus replied, “17…If you would enter life, keep the 
commandments.” Since the young man’s question had to do with the law, Jesus answered 
with the law. Keeping God’s law, however, is impossible because of sin. Thus, spiritual 
slavery consists of living under the heavy yoke of the law’s requirement of perfect 
obedience for life without the necessary strength to fulfill its requirements. 
 
2. SPIRITUAL SLAVERY IS TO BE UNDER THE LAW’S SENTENCE OF PUNISHMENT AND 

DEATH FOR ALL DISOBEDIENCE (“DISOBEY AND DIE.”). 
 
Not only does God’s law require perfect obedience for life but it also requires strict 
punishment for all disobedience. There is no middle ground with the law. The curse of 
God’s law falls on everyone who does not continue to perfectly obey everything written 
in it. 
 
In Galatians 3:10 Paul states, “…all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it 
is written, ‘Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of 
the Law, and do them.’” 
 
It was in light of this reality (i.e., spiritual slavery) that Paul wrote to the Galatians. 
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Paul was fully committed to opposing the legalistic oppression of the Judaizers. He was 
also resolute in his defense of the truth of the gospel in order to protect and preserve the 
freedom of the oppressed Galatians. 
 
In 2:4, Paul says false brothers crept in to the churches in order “to spy out our freedom 
that we have in Christ Jesus…” (emphasis mine). 
 
Freedom is a key theme of this letter. Donald Guthrie commenting on this phrase in v. 4 
writes, “no phrase could sum up more adequately the real theme of this epistle,” 
(Galatians, p. 78). I would add also that no phrase could more adequately summarize one 
of the chief blessings of the believer’s life. 
 
In Galatians alone, Paul uses the noun freedom (eleutheria) four times (2:4; 5:1, 13 [2x]), 
the adjective free (eleutheros) six times (3:28; 4:22, 23, 26, 30, 31) and the verb free 
(ėleuqero/w) once (5:1). 
 
Leon Morris notes that Paul “makes more use of the freedom words than anyone else in 
the New Testament. He has eleutheria (freedom) 7 times out of 11, eleutheros (free) 16 
times out of 23, and eleutheroun (free) 5 times out of 7. Clearly freedom mattered a great 
deal to this apostle,” (Galatians, p. 69).  
 
We have entitled our study of Paul’s letter, Galatians: The Gospel of Christian Freedom, 
Learning to live in Step with the Truth of the Gospel. 
 
Paul has been appropriately called the Apostle of Liberty (Richard Longenecker) or 
Apostle of the Heart Set Free (F.F. Bruce) or a Freedom Fighter. We are calling him a 
Spiritual Abolitionist. 
 
The ISBE writing of Paul says, “It is the glory of Paul that he fought for and won freedom 
for his gentile fellow-Christians,” (“4. Paul and the Sabbath,” ISBE, vol. 4, p. 2631). 
 
Christian freedom was of paramount importance to Paul (Gal. 5:1). As we learned in 
Galatians 1:13-14, prior to his conversion, Paul was intimately acquainted with the 
bondage of legalism. 
 
Yet, he says in Galatians 1:16 when God was pleased to reveal His Son to him, God 
graciously redeemed him from his wretched condition (Gal. 1:13-14) and brought him 
into a glorious freedom. 
 
Thus, Paul became a spiritual abolitionist; a freedom fighter! Almost immediately upon 
his conversion and commission he set out on a gospel-preaching mission of freedom to 
the Gentiles (1:16-24). 
 
The life-changing freedom of the gospel compelled him to act in the face of oppression. 
The freedom of the gospel was a treasure that was to be preserved at all costs (2:5). He 
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was fighting to preserve the Galatian’s freedom because he saw it as that which Christ 
gave Himself on the cross to secure. 
 
Before we examine in more detail the topic of Christian freedom, an important 
observation is necessary. One truth we can be absolutely assured of from the message of 
Galatians is this: 
 

God intends for his people to live as freemen not slaves. 
 
This is true not only in Galatians but also in places likes John 8 where Jesus promises, “32 
you will know the truth (i.e., a person, Jesus, cf. Jn. 14:6) and the truth will set you free… 
34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave 
to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if 
the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
The nature of the Gospel (i.e., grace) is designed to move our hearts to freedom and out 
of bondage! Legalism by its very nature enslaves whereas the gospel by its very nature 
liberates. 
 
Slavery characterizes the life that originates from a distorted “gospel” of faith plus works. 
Freedom characterizes the life that is derived from the gospel of free grace (cf., Bruce, 
Galatians, p. 112). 
 
No man who has come to enjoy this kind of freedom will ever have a desire to go back 
into the bonds of slavery or to enslave others! The false brothers were out to make slaves 
(2:4) but Paul was out to make and preserve freemen (2:5). The false brothers sought to 
enslave; Paul sought to liberate!  
 
There is an important principle here that we do not want to miss which is, “Like produces 
like.” This is to say, the false brothers were in bondage themselves and thus they sought 
to enslave others. Paul was free in Christ and thus he sought to bring freedom to others. 
 
The gospel creates an atmosphere of freedom where love and the Holy Spirit govern 
relationships rather than the Mosaic Law or the flesh (5:13-26). 
 
As we learned last week the design of the gospel is to liberate spiritual slaves from the 
shackles of soul-cherishing idols. But, the enemy of our faith intends for us to live in 
bondage and slavery. Every form of spiritual bondage is the direct result of believing and 
trusting in a false/distorted gospel. Said another way, every form of spiritual bondage is a 
failure to bring our lives into conformity with the truth of the gospel. 
 
Clearly, from Galatians we see that through the gospel of grace, believers have been 
given glorious freedom in Christ! This then raises some significant questions: 
 
What is this freedom that originates from the gospel? What does a life characterized by 
freedom look like? 
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LESSON: 
 
SPIRITUAL FREEDOM 
 
I.  SPIRITUAL FREEDOM CONSISTS OF FREEDOM THE NECESSITY OF OBEDIENCE TO THE 

LAW FOR JUSTIFICATION BEFORE GOD. 
 
As we learned last week, spiritual slavery consists of living under the law’s demand of 
perfect obedience for life (“Do and live.”). The gospel frees a person from this 
impossible, burdensome demand (i.e., the requirement of perfect obedience as a condition 
for salvation). 
 
That which God requires of man in His Law, He has freely given in His gospel, as the 
prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel foretold: 
 

“…I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people,” (Jer. 31:33). 

 
“26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I 
will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 
And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be 
careful to obey my rules,” (Ezek. 36:26-27). 

 
The Christian is free from the insistence of any and all religious observances as being 
necessary for obtaining favor before God (Note: in this context, circumcision [2:3] or 
following dietary laws, [2:12]). 
 
As a consequence, F.F. Bruce notes, “This freedom characterizes the life which springs 
from the gospel of free grace; in this atmosphere of freedom a Gentile believer can 
associate with Jewish believers, even in Jerusalem, without any one’s raising the question 
of circumcision: Jewish and Gentile believers can enjoy table-fellowship together without 
any mention of restrictive food-laws,” (Galatians, p. 112). 
 
In a synagogue in Antioch, Paul declared, “38 Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, 
that through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 39 and by him everyone 
who believes is freed from everything from which you could not be freed by the law of 
Moses,” (Acts 13:38-39). 
 
As a former legalist, Paul knew quite well that obedience to the law couldn’t bring life or 
earn him a righteous standing before God (Philip. 3:3-9). It was, in fact, the opposite. In 
Romans 7:9-11, Paul reveals that his obedience to the law instead of bringing life brought 
death. 
 
After his conversion, Paul no longer looked to his obedience to the law as his source of 
life but rather to Christ alone (Gal. 2:19-20). Thus, believers are free from the severity of 
the law as a covenant for life (“Do and live.”). 
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Samuel Bolton writes,  
 

“…the law not only commanded difficult, but also impossible things of us. It laid 
a yoke upon us that we could not bear, and it would not, and could not, give us the 
least assistance towards obedience…It lays heavy yokes upon us, but gives us not 
the least help or necessary strength for fulfilling its requirements. It commands, 
but gives neither strength nor grace for fulfillment…the law requires the full 
measure of obedience; it abates nothing in the command: but it gives no help for 
the fulfillment of it…But now in the Gospel we are freed from impossibilities. 
Here all things are possible, not in respect of ourselves but in respect of God, who 
has undertaken to work all our works in us and for us…The law was a spiritual 
law, but the Gospel is the law of the Spirit (Rom. 8:2). It therefore enables us to 
do what it commands to be done,” (Samuel Bolton, The True Bounds of Christian 
Freedom, pp. 40-41). 

 
II. SPIRITUAL FREEDOM CONSISTS IN FREEDOM FROM THE CURSE AND CONDEMNATION 

OF THE GOD’S LAW. 
   
Spiritual slavery also consists of living under the law’s curse and sentence of death for all 
disobedience (“Disobey and Die.”). Not only does God’s law require perfect obedience 
for salvation but it also demands severe punishment for all disobedience. 
 
However, the good news of the Gospel is that Christ gave Himself as a ransom in order to 
redeem us from our slavery to sin and its consequent condemnation. 
 
To be redeemed means to be bought back from slavery/captivity by the payment of a 
price. 
 
Listen to these gospel promises: 
 

• “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace…,” (Eph. 1:7). 

  
• “the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many,” (Matt. 20:28).” 
 

• Christ “redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us…,” 
(Gal. 3:13). 

 
As spiritual slaves, we were held captive in the chains of sin and sentenced as condemned 
lawbreakers. But, Jesus, our great Emancipator, paid the ultimate price by dying on the 
cross to abolish once and for all our slavery to sin and to free us from the curse of the 
Law. 
 
Therefore, as believers, we are free from the absolute inflexibility and severity of God’s 
Law. 
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The Law is void of its power to curse and condemn us. The Law can no longer inflict its 
punishment on us. The Law can no longer pronounce its death sentence against us. The 
pronouncement, “The soul who sins shall die (Ezek. 18:20a),” doesn’t apply to the 
believer. 
 
This freedom from the condemnation and curse of the law is possible because Christ has 
satisfied the requirements of the law and born all of its penalties in full! Samuel Bolton 
writes, “There was a twofold debt that we owed to God, the debt of sin and the debt of 
service. These two were both transferred to Christ, and He has fulfilled all righteousness 
for us, both the obedience and the suffering, so that we are now said to be ‘complete in 
him’ (Col. 2.10), though in ourselves we are imperfect,” (True Bounds, p. 42). 
 
Due to our ongoing battle with sin and the never-ending accusations of the enemy, it can 
some times feel like we are still under the condemnation of God’s law. At times, we feel 
more like slaves than freemen. We can become overwhelmed with our sin and the fear of 
possibly falling out of God’s favor. 
 
Therefore, it is critical to remember these two important truths: 
 
FIRST, THOUGH THE LAW CONDEMNS SIN IN BELIEVERS, IT NO LONGER CONDEMNS 
BELIEVERS FOR THEIR SIN (THE TRUE BOUNDS, P. 58). 
 
The law no longer condemns the believer. As Paul writes in Romans 8:1, “There is 
therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 
 
The law is now like a roaring toothless tiger, it can make a lot of noise but it has no more 
bite! It is like a bee without a stinger, it can appear very threatening but it has no sting! 
 
Bolton writes,  
 

“Even though the believer falls into sin, yet the law cannot pronounce the curse 
on him because, as he is not under the law, he is freed from the curse of the law. 
A man is never afraid of that obligation which is rendered void, the seals torn off, 
the writing defaced, nay, not only crossed out and cancelled but torn in pieces. It 
is thus that God has dealt with the law in the case of believers, as touching its 
power to curse them, to sentence them and condemn,” (The True Bounds, p. 31). 

 
SECOND, THE FREEDOM THE BELIEVER ENJOYS NOW WILL LAST FOREVER. 
 
The gospel is good news to the believer who is overwhelmed with the fear of possibly 
falling out of God’s favor. 
 
In Colossians 2:14, Paul says that God the Father has canceled “the record of debt that 
stood against us with its legal demands and set it aside, nailing it to the cross.”  
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This is one of the most powerful images depicting the believer’s freedom from the 
exacting demands of God’s law. 
 
Paul pictures our state of indebtedness to God in monetary terms. In Paul’s culture, the 
term, “record of debt” was a written note of indebtedness. Paul places all men on the 
debit side of the financial ledger. He likens our debt to an unpaid bill that has been turned 
over to a collection agency. 
 
Just like a collection agency, God’s law pursues us relentlessly, demanding that we pay 
our debts. But, Paul shows how God has intervened and provided a “bail out!” 
 
First, Paul says God permanently erased our debt, “canceling the record of debt that 
stood against us with its legal demands…” 
 
“To cancel” means “to cause something to cease by obliterating any evidence,” (Louw & 
Nida); “to remove so as to leave no trace…destroy, obliterate,” (BDAG). 
 
Second, God has removed the bill itself, which served as a barrier between Himself and 
debtors, “…He has taken it out of the way/set aside…” 
 
The tense of the verb, “has taken it out of the way/set aside,” refers not just to the 
historic act of Christ’s sacrifice but also to its permanent ongoing effects. What was true 
then is still a fact now and will forever be! 
 
Third, God nailed our debt to the cross and there it was stamped, “Paid in Full!” 
 
Our debt suffered death along with Christ, the only difference being that our debt was 
never resurrected! Since this is true, where is your condemnation? Where is the curse of 
God’s law? The gospel announces that it was nailed to the cross and it has forever been 
permanently removed as a barrier between you and God! 
 

My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought! 
My sin, not in part but the whole, 
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more, 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 

 
The gospel announces that all expectation and fear of judgment has been removed by the 
death of Christ. Therefore, believers can have confidence to stand before God! 
 
The apostle John writes, “17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have 
confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. 18 There 
is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and 
whoever fears has not been perfected in love.” 
 
The gospel announces to us the comforting news that “God did not appoint us to suffer 
wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,” (1 Thess. 5:9). 
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Because of Christ, the law can never again lay a claim against believers because of their 
sin. As there is no law that can justify, so there is no law that can condemn! Our freedom 
has been purchased and secured forever! 
 
“O, what wondrous love; O, what infinite wisdom! Our glorious God devised such a plan 
that satisfies His justice and upholds His Law while at the same time providing a 
complete redemption for us from the curse of His Law,” (Jerry Bridges, The Gospel for 
Real Life, p. 82). 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
As we reflect on these first two realities of the freedom we possess as believers, we are 
reminded of the fact that God is for us! 
 
Whereas we were once enemies of God (Rom. 5:10) and the demands of His law were 
against us, now because of Christ, God is eternally for us!  
 
Paul writes in Romans 8:31, “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, 
who can be against us?” Who shall bring any charge against God’s people when it is God 
who has declared us not guilty and freed us from His just sentence against us (Rom. 8:33; 
Col. 2:14)? Who now will condemn us? Christ Jesus is the one who died and was raised 
and who is now at the right hand of God, presently and eternally interceding for us (Rom. 
8:34)! 
 
Since this is true, here are some questions for you to ponder:  
 

If God doesn’t condemn you, why do you condemn yourself? If Christ has set you 
free, why do you go on living like a slave? 

 
Ultimately, all spiritual slavery and bondage that we experience are failures to be 
conformed to the gospel. The only source of freedom the Bible offers for our slavery is to 
bring our lives to conform to the gospel. 
 
The gospel announces to us that we are free, no longer slaves, no longer condemned 
under the crushing weight of God’s law and the severity of its curse for every minor 
infraction we have ever committed! 
 
If we are to live as freemen and not slaves, we must repeatedly hear, believe, enjoy and 
proclaim the truth of the gospel to ourselves! 
 
© John Fonville 
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