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INTRODUCTION/REVIEW 
 
Slavery is a horrific state of existence. The African Slave Trade and what came to be 
known as the Middle Passage (i.e., the transport of slaves across the Atlantic) was 
unspeakably horrible. Ship captains such as John Newton, author of Amazing Grace, 
once participated in these inhuman acts. 
 
One of the things slavery teaches us is that the fallen human heart naturally seeks to 
enslave others. It naturally seeks to impose its will on others by force and bring its 
subjects into submission. However, when a man is awakened to the truth of the gospel 
and its subsequent freedom, whereas he once sought to oppress, his new objective is to 
liberate (cf. Gal. 1:13-16, 23). 
 
This was certainly the case for men like John Newton and William Wilberforce who 
devoted their lives to the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade and slavery. They 
understood that one’s faith in Christ compels believers to act in the face of oppression. 
 
The very nature of the gospel moves a man to preserve freedom for the oppressed and to 
vigorously oppose those who oppress. 
 
As one who had been gloriously delivered from the slavery and bondage of legalism (cf. 
Gal. 1:13-14), Paul’s gospel ministry to the Galatians could be characterized as the 
abolition of the slave trade. 
 
Paul was a spiritual abolitionist; a freedom fighter! 
 
Paul had come to know the life-giving joy of the truth of the gospel and its subsequent 
freedom. It was unthinkable to him that anyone would desire to go back to the bondage of 
slavery (Gal. 1:6; 3:1; 4:20)! 
 
The truth of the gospel and its accompanying benefits (in this context freedom!) were 
paramount in Paul’s life and ministry. He was utterly committed to protecting the 
freedom of the oppressed Galatians and to vigorously opposing the legalistic oppression 
of the Judaizers. 
 
In 2:1-10, Paul is defending the truth of the gospel over against false brothers, who were 
nothing more than wretched slave traders. 
 
These slave traders crept into the church in order to impose their legalistic demands upon 
freemen and turn them back into slaves (2:4). 
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Part of their tactic involved slanderously reporting that Paul, unlike the “pillars” in the 
Jerusalem church, had no authority (or perhaps a usurped authority) and that he preached 
a different, defective gospel from the Apostles in Jerusalem (see F.F. Bruce, Paul: 
Apostle of the Heart Set Free, pp. 180-181). 
 
The false brothers maintained that Paul had not given the Galatians the full gospel, which 
they dishonestly reported he had received from Jerusalem (cf. 1:11-24). 
 
Specifically, they charged that Paul changed the nature of the gospel by not requiring 
circumcision and the keeping of the Mosaic Law. 
 
Because Paul had not required the Galatians to be circumcised, his circumcision free 
gospel was only partially true and aimed only to please his Gentile audience (cf. 1:10). 
The full gospel, the false brothers insisted, included the obligation to be circumcised and 
to follow the Law of Moses. 
 
The best defense is a strong offense. So in response to the slanderous lies of the false 
brothers, Paul goes on the offensive and sets forth three proofs that demonstrate that the 
nature of his gospel was identical to the apostles and in full agreement with the Jerusalem 
Church. 
 
In vv. 1-2, Paul begins by showing that the Jerusalem leadership didn’t summon him to 
Jerusalem. It was God, not the apostles who summoned Paul to Jerusalem. 
 
Second, Paul argues in vv. 3-5 that the Jerusalem leadership didn’t require Titus to be 
circumcised. 
 
II. PROOF 2: THE JERUSALEM LEADERSHIP DIDN’T REQUIRE TITUS TO BE 

CIRCUMCISED (2:3-5) 
 
A. TITUS: A TEST-CASE, V. 3 
 
Titus was a powerful test-case proving that Paul’s circumcision free gospel upholds the 
true nature of the gospel of grace over against the Judaizer’s conditional gospel of works 
plus faith. 
 
The demand for Titus to be circumcised didn’t come from the Apostles in Jerusalem but 
rather from the false brothers, who had covertly infiltrated the churches. 
 
B. FALSE BROTHERS: SLAVE TRADERS, VV. 4-5 
 
1. THEIR IDENTITY, 2:4A 
 
Paul identifies these false brothers as spiritual counterfeits who were utterly opposed to 
Paul’s circumcision free gospel and its subsequent freedom. 
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2. THEIR MANNER, 2:4B 
 
Paul points out how their manner (mode of operation) was characterized by deception. 
 
3. THEIR MOTIVES, 2:4C 
 
Third, Paul reveals the true motives of these false brothers. He highlights two unworthy 
motives. 
 
A. TO SPY, 2:4C 
 
First, Paul says the real objective for why these false brothers infiltrated the church was 
“to spy out our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus,” (v. 4a). 
 
Because the issue of freedom is so foundational to the book of Galatians as well as to 
one’s Christian life, we will come back to the topic of spiritual freedom in more detail. 
 
For now, we want to note the second unworthy motive of these false brothers, which is 
directly related to the issue of the believer’s freedom. 
 
LESSON: 
 
B. TO ENSLAVE, 2:4C 
 
Paul says the reason the false brothers wanted to destroy their freedom was “so that they 
might bring them into slavery/bondage…,” (v. 4c). 
 
These false brothers were wretched “slave traders.” They were possessed by a satanic 
desire to take freemen and turn them into slaves. Burton writes, “…these men entered the 
church for a propagandist purpose…they joined the Christian community in order to 
make it legalistic…” (Galatians, pp. 83-84). 
 
Paul’s mentioning of freedom and slavery in v. 4, raises some significantly important 
questions:  
 
To begin with, what does Paul mean when he talks about slavery at the end of v. 4? 
 
SPIRITUAL SLAVERY 
 
As we have seen, one Paul’s chief burdens in writing to the Galatians was to prevent his 
new converts from exchanging their freedom in Christ for slavery (see Bruce, Paul: 
Apostle of the Heart Set Free, p. 183). 
 
In the context of Galatians, to be a spiritual slave is to be under the law, of which 
circumcision served as the perfect example (cf., 5:2-3). 
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It needs to be noted that for Paul, whether a man was circumcised or uncircumcised 
wasn’t the issue in his relation to God (cf., Gal. 5:6; 6:15). 
What Paul opposed was the demand by the false brothers that circumcision was necessary 
for one’s righteous standing before God; cf. Gal. 2:3). 
 
John Stott writes, 
 

“Paul saw the issue plainly. It was not just a question of circumcision and 
uncircumcision, of Gentile and Jewish customs. It was a matter of fundamental 
importance regarding the truth of the gospel, namely, of Christian freedom versus 
bondage. The Christian has been set free from the law in the sense that his 
acceptance before God depends entirely upon God’s grace in the death of Jesus 
Christ received by faith. To introduce works of the law and make our acceptance 
depend on our obedience to rules and regulations was to bring a free man into 
bondage again,” (Galatians, p. 43). 

 
What then does it look like to be a spiritual slave under the law? 
 
1. SPIRITUAL SLAVERY IS TO LIVE UNDER THE LAW’S COMMAND OF PERFECT 

OBEDIENCE FOR LIFE (“DO AND LIVE.”). 
 
In Galatians 5:3, Paul states that accepting circumcision out of religious obligation for 
one’s right standing with God places a man under the requirement to keep the whole law 
perfectly. 
 
F.F. Bruce writes,  
 

“…if justification came through the law, then it must be through the whole law. 
Let no one imagine that the requirements of the law could be satisfied by such a 
token performance as circumcision. If a man had himself circumcised as a 
religious obligation, the obligation which he undertook thereby involved the 
keeping of the law in its entirety. Paul knew from his own experience what that 
meant: the Galatian Christians had not begun to appreciate it, and even the visitors 
who were pressing circumcision on them were far from keeping the whole law in 
any serious sense. One could not pick and choose among the ordinances of the 
law; it was all or nothing,” (Paul: Apostle of the Heart Set Free, p. 181). 

 
The law only promises life, upon perfect obedience. The problem, however, is that 
perfect obedience is impossible because of sin, as Ecclesiastes 7:20 states, “there is not a 
righteous man on earth who does good and never sins.” 
 
Because of sin, the man that is under the law is in bondage to sin. Such a one has no 
strength or desire to obey God or to live unto God (Rom. 8:7-8) and the law gives no 
strength or ability for such obedience (Gal. 3:21).  
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The law only domineers over a person like the cruel Egyptian taskmasters who demanded 
that the children of Israel make bricks without any straw (Exodus 5:18). 
 
Christ’s interaction with the rich young man in Matthew 19:16-22 clearly illustrates the 
law’s demand of perfect obedience for life and man’s inability to meet such a demand. 
 
The young man asks Jesus, “Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may obtain eternal 
life?” 
 
Note: To live under the law is to live with a blind, false sense of wellbeing before God. 
The fact this young man had never experienced the sting and condemnation of God’s law 
upon his conscience is proof that he is asleep in sins and under the curse and judgment of 
God’s law. 
 
Note carefully how Jesus replies to the young man’s question, “if you wish to enter into 
life, keep the commandments.” Because the young man’s question involved works rather 
than faith Jesus rightly directs him to the law. 
 
Therefore, in order to teach him how far short he was from measuring up to the 
righteousness required in the law, Jesus proceed to give this legalistic young man a lesson 
in true law keeping (vv. 18-19, 21). 
 
Jesus uses the law as a mirror to show this young man just how unrighteous he really is. 
In v. 21 Jesus gives a spiritual application of the 10th commandment, which forbids 
coveting. 
 
Jesus exposes the cherished idol of wealth in this man’s heart and removes the soul-
killing illusion that he was actually keeping the law. Wealth not Jesus was the ruling god 
in his life. His outward act of conformity to rules was a deceitful illusion. Jesus exposed 
his “secret wound” for what it truly was, salvation by self-justification. Calvin points out,  
 

“…consciences untouched by any awareness of the general admonition must be 
called back to a specific awareness of their own evil…he [Jesus-J.F.] meant 
nothing else by this statement than to compel the young man, pleased with 
himself beyond measure, to feel his sore, that he might realize he was still far 
removed from the perfect obedience to the law which he was falsely claiming for 
himself, “(Institutes, 4.13.13). 

 
Having had his law breaking exposed, the Scriptures say he went away sorrowful (v. 22). 
 
To live a life under the demand of perfect obedience for life is a burden that is intolerable 
to bear. Such is the sad state of all who seek to justify their lives under the law. All 
idolatrous gods are nothing more than a facade, an illusion, which ultimately results in 
sorrow and disappointment. 
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This story illustrates the depth of man’s depravity. Upon having his self-righteous law 
breaking exposed, instead of turning to Christ in joy, the young man goes away sorrowful 
still trusting in his pitiful righteousness. Calvin notes, “If he had been as good a keeper of 
the law as he thought, he would not have gone away in sorrow on hearing this word 
[Matt. 19:22]. For the man who loves God with all his heart not only counts as refuse 
whatever opposes love of Him, but flees it like the plague,” (Institutes, 4.13.13). 
 
Idolatrous idols of self-justification never deliver on their promises (cf., Ps. 115:4-8). 
They always leave men disappointed. 
 
Trying to justify one’s life and find ultimate meaning from wealth, career advancement, 
peer review and accolades, educational achievement, romantic relationships, children, 
vacations, hobbies, golf, leisure, etc… is like going to the beach and trying to quench 
your thirst with a mouth full of sand.  
 
2. SPIRITUAL SLAVERY IS TO BE UNDER THE LAW’S SENTENCE OF DEATH AND 

PUNISHMENT FOR ALL DISOBEDIENCE (“DISOBEY AND DIE.”). 
 
In Galatians 3:10, Paul quotes Deuteronomy 27:26, which says the law pronounces a 
curse on everyone who fails to keep all of it perfectly. So, to live under the law is to live 
under its crushing curse. 
 
Concerning life under the law, John Bunyan wrote, “As the law giveth no strength, nor 
life to keep it, so it accepteth none of them that are under it. Sin and Die, is forever its 
language. There is no middle way in the law. It hath no ears to hear, nor heart to pity, its 
penitent ones, (Justification, vol. I, p. 316). 
 
To live under the law is to live under the irreversible, unappealable sentence “The soul 
who sins shall die,” (Ezek. 18:20). 
 
Sin will sell you like a slave and the law will punish you like a cruel taskmaster. 
 
John Bunyan illustrates this truth in Pilgrim’s Progress in a conversation between 
Christian and Faithful. At this point in Bunyan’s allegory, Faithful has just been tempted 
by Adam the First (i.e., "the old man") to leave his Christian journey and live with his 3 
daughters: the Lust of the flesh, the Lust of the eyes, and the Pride of life. The 
conversation begins: 
 

Faithful: Then it came burning hot into my mind, whatever he (Adam the First-
J.F.) said, and however he flattered, when he got me to his house, he would sell 
me for a slave… 
 
Faithful: …So soon as the man (Moses-the law-J.F.) overtook me, he was but a 
word and a blow, for down he knocked me, and laid me for dead. But when I was 
a little come to myself again, I asked him wherefore he served me so. He said, 
because of my secret inclining to Adam the First: and with that he struck me 
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another deadly blow on the breast, and beat me down backward; so I lay at his 
foot as dead as before. So, when I came to myself again, I cried him mercy; but he 
said, I know not how to show mercy; and with that knocked me down again. He 
had doubtless made an end of me, but that one came by, and bid him forbear. 
 
Christian: Who was that bid him forbear. 
 
Faithful: I did not know him at first, but as he went by, I perceived that holes in 
his hands, and in his side; then I concluded that he was our Lord. So I went up the 
hill. 
 
Christian: That man that overtook you was Moses. He spareth none, neither 
knoweth he how to show mercy to those that transgress his law, (The Works of 
John Bunyan, vol. 3, pp. 118-119). 

 
In summary, to be a spiritual slave is to live under the intolerable burden of perfect 
obedience for life and the sentence of death and punishment for disobedience. 
 
If the Galatians submitted themselves to circumcision as a religious obligation for 
justification, they were obligating themselves to keep the whole law perfectly, thus 
bringing themselves under the soul-killing bondage of legalism. 
 
Paul will go on to show that the law was given in order to show the impossibility of being 
justified by personal law-keeping rather than impart life (3:21). Thus, submitting to the 
demand of circumcision was to take a major step backward. Such an action was 
unthinkable for Paul now that Jesus had come and perfectly fulfilled the law’s demands 
for us. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
As we reflect on what it means to be a spiritual slave (i.e., to live under the law), let’s 
consider the following differences between life under the law and life under the gospel. 
 
The law’s demand of “do” is the exact opposite of the gospel’s promise of “live!”  
 
The law commands, “do and you will live.” 
 
The gospel invites, “Believe in the doing of another for you and you will live.” 
 
The law is the promise of life to the sinner through his or her own perfect obedience 
(Matt. 19:17). 
 
The Gospel is the promise of life to the sinner through the obedience of another, Christ 
(Rom. 5:19)! It is the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus (2 Tim. 1:1)! 
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The law pronounces, “Sin and you will die.” The gospel announces, “Believe and you 
will live.” 
 
The gospel promises life to the one who doesn’t work but believes on him that justifies 
the ungodly (Rom. 4:4-5). 
 
God’s justice demands that His law be kept perfectly and if his law is broken, it demands 
that its penalties be enforced mercilessly. 
 
But, this is the good news of the gospel to those held captive as spiritual slaves: 
 
The gospel announces that Christ not only kept the requirements of God’s law for us but 
that He also absorbed the penalty of God’s law against us! 
 
You may be wondering, “How did Jesus do this?” 
 
In Galatians 3:13, Paul says by His death on the cross, Christ redeemed disobedient, 
cursed law-breakers from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for them! 
 
So, to spiritual slaves, the gospel says,  
 

“what man cannot do in order to be accepted with God, this God himself has done 
for us in the person of Jesus Christ. To be acceptable to God we must present to 
God a life of perfect and unceasing obedience to his will. The gospel declares that 
Jesus has done this for us. For God to be righteous he must deal with our sin. This 
also he has done for us in Jesus. The holy law of God was lived out perfectly for 
us by Christ, and its penalty was paid perfectly for us by Christ. The living and 
dying of Christ for us, and this alone is the basis of our acceptance with God,” 
(Graeme Goldsworthy, Gospel and Kingdom, p. 86). 

 
O, what good news to spiritual slaves! Believe on Jesus for He has promised, “You shall 
know the truth and the truth will set you free,” (Jn. 8:32). 
 
Long my imprisoned spirit lay,  
Fast bound in sin and nature's night;  
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray; 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee! 
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