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REVIEW/INTRODUCTION: 
 
According to Paul there are two ways of being justified. One way is to keep the law of 
God perfectly. However, the problem with this approach is that it is impossible because 
of sin. The other way is to trust in Christ alone, who justifies sinners freely by grace 
through faith alone. 
 
No one can follow both ways. Mixing the two ways inevitably distorts the gospel and 
forfeits freedom for slavery. Preserving the truth of the gospel (2:5) from this mixture 
was Paul’s chief burden in writing to the Galatians and it should be our concern as well. 
 
We began looking last week at the identity of the false brothers who crept into the 
Galatian churches. They were distorting the nature of the gospel by demanding the 
observance of circumcision. They falsely claimed to be the official representatives of the 
apostles in Jerusalem, who alone possessed the true gospel. Paul, it was slanderously 
reported, preached a false man-made, man-pleasing gospel (1:10-11). 
 
In order to refute the false claims of the Judaizers and to preserve the truth of the gospel, 
Paul, in 2:1-10, sets forth three proofs, which demonstrate that the nature of his gospel 
was identical to the apostles and in full agreement with the Jerusalem Church. 
 
I. PROOF 1: THE JERUSALEM LEADERSHIP DIDN’T SUMMON PAUL TO JERUSALEM 

(2:1-2) 
 
II. PROOF 2: THE JERUSALEM LEADERSHIP DIDN’T REQUIRE TITUS TO BE 

CIRCUMCISED (2:3-5) 
 

A. TITUS: A TEST-CASE, V. 3 
 

B. FALSE BROTHERS: SLAVE TRADERS, VV. 4-5 
 

1. THEIR IDENTITY, 2:4A 
 
The false brothers were professing Jewish “Christians” who sought to mix Judaism with 
Christianity (i.e., law and grace; Judaizers). Paul calls them “false brothers” because they 
believed and taught the necessity of circumcision for salvation. 
 
They failed to grasp the truth of the gospel, namely that a man is righteous through faith 
in Christ alone. Before moving on from this point, there are some important implications 
that we need to carefully consider. 
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First, the fact that there are false brothers in the church should alert us to the ever-
present danger of the gospel becoming distorted and for believers to be led astray (Gal. 
1:6; 3:1). 
 
It is a great mistake to assume that everyone who professes to be a Christian in a church 
is a genuinely converted believer. It is also a great mistake to assume that genuine 
believers get the gospel. Thus, we must always remain alert and seek to preserve the 
gospel (i.e., to ensure that it remains paramount in our lives). 
 
Second, the enemy of our faith is relentless in his attacks against the gospel. 
 
Soon after Paul’s departure the false brothers infiltrated the new Galatian church plants 
under false pretenses. Disguised as angels of light, they claimed to be official 
representatives of the apostles from the Jerusalem church. 
 
Yet in reality these false brothers were emissaries of the devil, possessed by an evil, 
satanic desire to distort the gospel of Christ (Gal. 1:7). 
 
In the opening comments of his commentary on Galatians, Martin Luther writes, 
 

“He had planted the pure doctrine of the Gospel and the righteousness of faith 
among the Galatians. But immediately after his departure false teachers crept in; 
they subverted everything that he had planted and taught so well. For the devil 
cannot do otherwise than attack this doctrine vehemently, with might and craft; 
nor does he rest as long as he sees even a spark of it remaining,” (Luther’s Works, 
vol. 26, p. 13). 

 
 Paul, in Ephesians 6:12, reveals that satanic evil lies behind every seditious attack 
against the gospel and believers, “we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” 
 
We learn from Paul’s church planting efforts in Galatia that anyone who is engaged in 
planting a new church can expect a bull’s eye on their back. You will be chief on the 
enemy’s hit list. 
 
The last thing the enemy of our faith wants to see happen is the planting of a gospel-
preserving and proclaiming church. 
 
satanic evil forces do not want to see more people delivered from soul-killing legalism, 
freed from slavery and bondage, justified, forgiven and boasting in the cross of Christ!   
 
Thus, the devil’s number one objective is to keep men from seeing and believing the 
gospel. 
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In 2 Cor. 4:4 Paul writes, “the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, 
to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image 
of God.” 
 
What was the tactic the enemy used to distort the gospel in Galatia and thus blind the 
minds of sinners to the gospel? 
 
Martin Luther insightfully pinpoints the dangerous error of the false brother’s “gospel” 
when he notes that if the enemy cannot destroy a believer through hardship and 
persecution, he will seek to improve him, (Luther’s Works, vol. 26, pp. 50-51). 
 
This was the subtle yet soul-killing, life-enslaving error of the Judaizer’s “different 
gospel,” (1:7). 
 
Michael Horton, begins his book, Christless Christianity, by asking,  
 

“What would things look like if Satan really took control of a city? Over a half 
century ago, Presbyterian minister Donald Grey Barnhouse offered his own 
scenario in his weekly sermon that was also broadcast nationwide on CBS radio. 
Barnhouse speculated that if Satan took over Philadelphia, all of the bars would 
be closed, pornography banished, and pristine streets would be filled with tidy 
pedestrians who smiled at each other. There would be no swearing. The children 
would say, “Yes, sir” and “No, ma’am,” and the churches would be full every 
Sunday . . . where Christ is not preached,” (p. 15, emphasis mine). 

 
Self-righteousness (self-justification) is a subtle yet dangerous enemy. 
Jerry Bridges in his book, The Bookends of the Christian Life, writes,  
 

“Self-righteousness is a gospel enemy because it disregards, devalues, and 
discredits the gospel provision of the righteousness of Christ—the sinless life he 
lived for us and the sin-bearing death he died for us. Self-righteousness turns 
grace on its head because it views the sinner as deserving God’s blessings rather 
than as undeserving,” (p. 43).  

 
Bridges points out that few of us are brash enough to say something like, “I’m doing so 
well; surely I deserve your blessing. You owe it to me,” (p. 42). 
 
Yet, every time we fall into the mentality of thinking God’s favor is the reward for our 
meritorious, virtuous living rather than a gift of grace, we are guilty of self-righteousness 
(i.e., self-justification; legalism). 
 
Mark this: the devil doesn’t care how devoted you are to trying to improve yourself so 
long as you don’t trust in Christ, who alone is your exclusive source of acceptance and 
righteousness before God. 
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Like the Judaizers, you can even give assent to belief in Christ so long as in your actual 
practice you are preoccupied from looking to Jesus alone who is the originator and 
perfecter of your faith (cf. Heb. 12:2). 
 
In fact, the enemy of our faith will encourage you to get very busy in religious duties and 
will even assist you in your efforts to clean up your life in order to become a better 
person. 
 
However, please listen carefully to Walter Marshall, 
 

“Christ wants you to believe in him who justifies the ungodly; he does not require 
you to be godly before you believe (Romans 4:5). Jesus came as a Physician for 
the sick. He does not expect them to recover their health before they come to him 
(Matthew 9:12). The vilest sinners are properly qualified and prepared for the 
gospel’s design, which is to show forth the exceeding riches of grace when God 
pardons their sins and saves them freely (Ephesians 2:5-7)… 

 
The real insult to Christ is when you condemn the fullness of his grace and merit 
by trying to make yourself righteous and holy before you receive him! You 
condemn the justice and holiness of God when you try to improve yourself before 
you receive the righteousness and holiness that can only come through faith in 
Christ,” (The Gospel Mystery of Sanctification, p. 103). 

 
Once a man’s eyes are opened to see Christ alone as his only acceptance before God (cf. 
Gal. 2:20), the devil knows that he has lost him forever. 
 
“Therefore,” as Martin Luther writes, “we must pray constantly (1 Thess. 5:17), read, and 
hold tightly to Christ and to His Word, so that we may prevail against the tricks with 
which the devil attacks us on both the right side and the left; ‘for we are not contending 
against flesh and blood’ (Eph. 6:12),” (Luther’s Works, vol. 26, p. 51). 
 
How does one identify a false brother? What are a false brother’s distinguishing 
characteristics? 
 
LESSON: 
 

2. THEIR MANNER, 2:4B 
 
Paul says these false brothers were “4 secretly brought in—who slipped in…”  
 
Bible scholars debate as to who and how these false brothers were introduced into the 
church. Whatever the human explanation is, the point Paul is making is that these pseudo-
Christians joined the church with false pretenses and ulterior motives. They joined the 
church with disguised evil intent. Their professions of faith were made in a dishonest 
manner and concealed their real motives (cf. Ridderbos, Galatians, p. 84). 
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Initially, they professed to be genuine believers. However, once they were in, their 
doctrine and conduct served to reveal their true identities. 
 
This is the MO of false teachers: distortion by deception (1:7). 
 
Secrecy, deception, two-faced, dishonesty, subtlety is their mode of operation. Nuance 
rather than clarity marked these false brothers (e.g., belief in Christ plus obedience to the 
law was the subtle yet soul-killing, satanic heresy that was introduced). 
 
As noted previously, the Judaizers were instruments of the devil. The devil himself was 
the primary catalyst behind their disguised dishonesty. Ultimately, all false teaching and 
distortions of the gospel originate from the enemy of our faith, who John says, “…is a liar 
and the father of lies,” (8:44). 
 
What were their unworthy motives for joining the church? 
 

3. Their Motives, 2:4c 
 
Paul highlights two unworthy motives of these false brothers. 
 

A. TO SPY, 2:4C 
 
First, Paul says the real purpose for why these false brothers infiltrated the church was “to 
spy out our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus,” (v. 4a). 
 
The verb, to spy out, carries the idea of “hostile intent, purpose to destroy”…as used here 
it is nearly equivalent to ‘stealthily to destroy,’” (Burton, Galatians, p. 83). 
 
What was it that they sought to spy on in order to destroy? Paul says it was, “our freedom 
that we have in Christ Jesus.”  
 
This phrase sums up one of the key themes of Galatians and has profoundly important 
implications for our Christian lives.  
 
Later in Galatians 5:1 Paul will write, “For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm 
therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery,” (cf. Gal. 2:5). 
 
Since the subject of freedom is such an important topic in Galatians, we will come back 
to it. For now, we want to simply note Paul’s description of these false brothers. 
 
Paul is painting a vivid and sinister picture of military espionage. He likens these false 
brothers to traitorous spies who infiltrate an enemy camp under false pretenses for the 
purpose of sabotage (e.g., Tony Almeida on 24; cf. Ridderbos, Galatians, p. 84). They 
stealthily crept into the church like a modern stealth bomber in order to destroy Paul’s 
circumcision free gospel and take away its ensuing freedom (i.e., distort the true nature of 
the gospel!). 
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The scene Paul is portraying is of these false brothers secretly observing how the Gentile 
converts neglected the requirements of the Mosaic Law (i.e., circumcision, food laws, 
feast days, etc…) in order to carefully draw up plans to impose their legalistic bondage 
on them. Donald Guthrie writes, “They were acting like intelligence-agents building up a 
case against slackness over Jewish ritual requirements” (Galatians, p. 80).  
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
As we reflect on this first unworthy motive of the false brothers, Paul’s description 
highlights two important truths, one in regard to legalists and one in regard to the gospel.  
 
1. LEGALISTS CANNOT TOLERATE FREEDOM. 
 
Freedom is a threat to their very existence. Why?  
 
A legalist’s view of salvation is always centered on what he or she can do to earn God’s 
favor rather than in trusting in Christ to do for them what they could never do on their 
own. 
 
Self-righteousness feeds the pride of man and strokes his ego (cf. Gal. 4:17; 6:12). 
 
The gospel, however, pulls the carpet of pride and self-justification out from under a 
legalist’s self-centered, self-righteous attempts for acceptance with God.  
 
The gospel announces that Jesus came to fulfill all righteousness (3:15). The gospel 
proclaims that Jesus came to fulfill the law on behalf of law-breakers (Matt 5:17) as well 
as have their law breaking imputed to Him (2 Cor. 5:21). Jesus came to bear the curse of 
the law for us (Gal. 3:13). Through faith alone, sinners receive the gift of Jesus’ law-
keeping (righteousness) and become the righteousness of God (2 Cor. 5:21). 
 
It is precisely this truth (trusting and relying upon another) that threatens a legalist’s 
heart. Fallen human nature puts all of its confidence and trust in self’s ability to satisfy 
the demands of the law. The gospel, however, confronts this self-righteousness and sets 
forth Christ alone as the one who satisfies the law’s demands on our behalf.  
 
If you do not think the freedom of the gospel is threatening to a legalist try exposing and 
stripping one of their cherished idols away and see how aggressive and opposing they 
become toward you! 
 
Note carefully the words of John Stott, 
 

“No man can preach Christ crucified faithfully and escape opposition and 
persecution.  When I was a student at Cambridge University, God taught me the 
hatred of the human heart for the gospel in a very dramatic way. I was speaking, 
in my rooms, to a young man, a fellow student, and I was trying to explain the 
gospel of the free gift of God in Christ. I shall never forget how he shouted, at the 
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top of his voice, three times: “Horrible, horrible, horrible!” God gave me, at that 
moment, a little insight into the human heart. The human heart hates the gospel 
because it is free and it cannot be deserved. That is why we are called to suffer 
for it,” (John Stott at Keswick: A Lifetime of Preaching, pp. 104-105, emphasis 
mine) 

 
Note carefully John Stott’s point, “The human heart hates the gospel because it is free 
and it cannot be deserved.” 
 
Jesus makes this point in Matthew 20:1-16 in The Parable of the Laborers in the 
Vineyard. 
 
So many people think and live like the laborers who were hired early in the morning. 
They are enslaved to a “work for wages spirit” (a spirit of entitlement) when it comes to 
their relationship with the Lord. 
 
A legal spirit cannot tolerate God’s gracious, generosity toward other so-called 
“undeserving people.” Grace arouses envy, grumbling and resentment. Note how the 
Lord characterizes a “work for wages spirit”: 
 

• v. 10- “they thought they would receive more” 
 

• v. 11- “on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house” 
 

• v. 15- “…do you begrudge my generosity?”  
 
A legalistic heart begrudges Christ’s generosity precisely because the Gospel exposes and 
condemns a “work for wages spirit.” 
 
It is for this very reason that freedom is such a threat to a legalistic heart. It is also critical 
to note that “work for wages” disposition is not only wrong but also spiritually disastrous 
(cf. Gal. 2:21; 5:2-4). 
 
2. THE GOSPEL EXALTS CHRIST AND HUMBLES MAN. 
 
“God,” Jerry Bridges writes, “can’t possibly get all the glory if an essential part of my 
acceptance depends on me. This approach falls short of the glory of God in a subtle yet 
significant way,” (The Bookends of the Christian Life, p. 48). 
 
All self-righteousness, self-sufficiency and self-boasting is excluded by the Gospel. Faith 
is a self-emptying, Christ-exalting grace, which is a mark of its truth! 
 
Yet, all who are of a legal spirit are ignorant of and utterly opposed to this great end and 
design of the gospel.  
 
Ralph Erskine writes, 
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They are ignorant of the great end of the gospel, which is, to humble and abase 
the creature to the lowest, and to raise and exalt grace to the highest: that no flesh 
shall glory in God’s presence, but he that glorieth, shall glory in the Lord; “In the 
Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory.” That is the great end 
and design of the gospel: but the legal spirit is ignorant of that design, (“Law-
Death, Gospel-Life,” in The Works of Ralph Erskine, vol. 2 p. 88). 

 
True freedom begins with the recognition that our lives are not about ourselves but rather 
about Him. 
 
The great end and design of the Gospel is not to display the prominence of man but rather 
to display the greatness and sufficiency of Christ crucified and risen! 
 
Why? God has designed the gospel to abase man and exalt Christ so that in the coming 
ages God the Father might show the immeasurable riches of His grace in kindness toward 
us in Christ Jesus (Eph. 2:10). 
 
So, with Paul, we confess, “…far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ…” (Gal. 6:14a)! 
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