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INTRODUCTION: 
 
A. DEATH AND GOD’S JUDGMENT ARE CERTAIN. 
 
The Bible says in Hebrews in 9:27, “It is appointed for man to die once, and after that 
comes judgment…” Though it is not a popular message, the Bible teaches that God’s 
judgment is certain. 
 
God has fixed a day when every person will stand before God and give an account for 
their relationship to Him. This fact was central in the teaching and preaching ministry of 
Jesus. 
 
In Matthew 12:36, Jesus warned, “I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give 
account for every careless word they speak…” 
 
In John 5:27-29, Jesus declares, “27 And he has given him authority to execute judgment, 
because he is the Son of Man. 28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all 
who are in the tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to 
the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.” 
 
God’s judgment is not only certain but it is also righteous. 
 
B. GOD’S JUDGMENT IS RIGHTEOUS.  
 
God’s judgment will be a righteous judgment dealt out by a perfectly righteous and holy 
God. 
 
In Acts 17:31, Paul declares, “he [God the Father] has fixed a day on which he will judge 
the world in righteousness by a man [Jesus] whom he has appointed; and of this he has 
given assurance to all by raising him from the dead,” (emphasis mine; Note: God’s 
judgment is rendered certain by the resurrection of Jesus.). 
 
There is no possibility of a miscarriage of justice. There will be no unjust sentences. All 
of man’s wickedness, hypocrisy and unrighteousness will be laid bare in the light of 
God’s unchanging character. “He [the LORD] will judge the world in righteousness, and 
the peoples in his faithfulness,” (emphasis mine, Ps. 96:13).  
 
C. GOD’S JUDGMENT IS UNIVERSAL.  
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There are no distinctions. God doesn’t show favoritism. No one is excluded. All will be 
called to account. All who are unrighteous and unholy will be judged and sentenced to 
eternal judgment. 
 
Paul writes, “9 For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin 
10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one… 19 Now we know that whatever the 
law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, 
and the whole world may be held accountable to God,” (emphasis mine; Romans 3:9-10, 
19; cf. Matt. 25:31-46). 
 
D. MAN’S DILEMMA IS DREADFUL. 
 
This is man’s dilemma. Death is certain. God’s judgment is certain, righteous and 
universal. God is righteous and we are unrighteous. The verdict of God’s law upon every 
person is guilty. 
 
In Psalm 130:3, the Psalmist asks, “If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who 
could stand?” 
 
The answer is obvious. If we stand before God’s judgment in our own righteousness, we 
will most surely not stand! 
 
In Job 9:2, Job asks God, “But how can a man be in the right before God?” 
 
This is the question of all questions. This is the most important question a man can ever 
ask, How can a man be right with God? How can a man know that his sins are forgiven? 
How can an unrighteous man stand before a righteous God and have any hope that he 
will escape the certainty of God’s righteous judgment?  
 
How can a man think of God’s judgment without despair or fear? How can a man know 
that death has been conquered and thus have confidence that his eternal future is safe? Is 
there an answer? And if so, what is it? 
 
The Good News is that God in His grace and mercy has not left us without hope before 
His righteous judgment. He has provided an answer to our dilemma and it is found in 
Romans 4:25. In Romans 4:25, Paul answers Job’s question. 
 
Now, someone may be wondering: What is Christianity? What does it mean to be a 
Christian?  
 
Well, being a Christian is not simply a matter of trying to live a good life. It is not a 
matter of trying to follow and imitate Christ. Neither is Christianity about some vague, 
general, undefined belief in “god.” 
 
Romans 4:25 answers the question of what it means to be a Christian. Romans 4:25, in 
fact, comprises the essence of Christianity and what it means to be a Christian. 
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Charles Hodge, commenting on v. 25 writes, “This verse is a comprehensive statement of 
the gospel,” Romans, p. 129). The truth proclaimed in Romans 4:25 is the determining 
factor as to whether we will stand or fall at the judgment seat of God. 
 
Whoever believes these truths, will not enter into God’s judgment but rather have their 
sins forgiven and be justified (cf. “counted to him as righteousness,” Rom. 4:22-24; cf. 
10:9-13). 
 
Whoever rejects these truths will enter into God’s judgment. In John 3:36, John writes, 
“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not 
see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.” 
 
In chapter 4, Paul’s purpose in discussing Abraham was to set forth, for our benefit, the 
most outstanding example of how God justifies an ungodly person through faith in the 
gospel. 
 
So, in vv. 23-24 he writes, “23 But the words ‘it was counted to him’ were not written for 
his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised 
from the dead Jesus our Lord…,”(emphasis mine). 
 
When God promised Abraham a son, both Abraham and Sarah were practically dead as 
far as reproduction was concerned (4:19). But, Abraham believed that God could bring 
the dead to life (i.e., give he and Sarah a son). And so Paul writes that Abraham was, “21 
fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22 That is why his faith 
was “counted to him as righteousness.” 
 
Thus, what was true of Abraham is also true for every man. We, like Abraham, are 
declared to be right with God (justified) when through faith we believe that God the 
Father did in fact raise Christ from the dead (4:24).  
 
Paul’s whole concern then in this section of Romans is justification (i.e., how a man can 
be right with God; remember Job’s question!). 
 
Justification is the answer to the dilemma that every man faces. You may be wondering, 
What is justification? What does it mean to be justified? 
 
Justification has to do with our status before the righteous judgment of God. We will 
either stand before God as unrighteous and disobedient or as righteous and obedient. 
 
Justification is God’s declaration of pardon. It is his pronouncement of not only not guilty 
(“Just as if I’d never sinned.”) but also perfectly righteous (“Just as if I’ve always 
obeyed.”).   
 
When God justifies us, all of the guilt for our sins is wiped away and there is no more 
judgment. He keeps no record our sins but instead forgives them (Ps. 130:3-4). In 
justification, God will ever count our sins against us, “Blessed is the man whose sin the 
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Lord will never count against him,” (Rom. 4:8). In addition, God also credits us with the 
very righteousness of Christ (Rom. 4:22). “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew 
no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God,” (2 Cor. 5:21; emphasis 
mine). 
 
What, then, is this faith that justifies? How can a man be right with God? This, Paul 
answers, in v. 25. 
 
In Romans 4:25, Paul sets forth the two great truths of the gospel, which will be counted 
to us as righteousness who believe in him. The two great truths Paul sets forth are: (1) 
Christ was delivered over because of our sins; (2) Christ was raised for our justification. 
 
The answer to our dilemma is found in both Christ’s death and resurrection. Christ died 
and rose for our justificiation. Through Christ’s death and resurrection, the two greatest 
obstacles, sin and death, which stand between sinners and a holy God, have been dealt 
with. 
 
LESSON: 
 
I. CHRIST WAS DELIVERED OVER TO DEATH BECAUSE OF OUR TRESPASSES (ROM. 

4:25A) 
 
Note what Paul says here: He doesn’t merely say that Christ died. That He died on the 
cross is a given. The Christian doesn’t simply believe that Christ died. 
 
The gospel announces and the Christian believes that Christ’s death was planned and 
purposeful. Christ didn’t just die. Rather He was delivered over to death on the Cross. 
 
Who was it that delivered Him? Who planned this death and why was Christ delivered up 
to death on a cross?  
 
In Romans 8:32, Paul uses the same word, “delivered” and says that it was God the 
Father, “who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all…” 
 
In Isaiah 53, Isaiah writes says that Christ was, “4 smitten by God, and afflicted…6 the 
LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all… 10 it was the will of the LORD to crush 
him…” 
 
In Acts 2:23, Peter declares that Jesus was “delivered up according to the definite plan 
and foreknowledge of God…” Christ’s death was not an afterthought but rather God’s 
forethought. It was planned and purposed by God the Father. 
 
The vital question is why did God the Father deliver Christ over to death on the cross? 
 
Notice again what Paul says in v. 25, Jesus “was delivered over because of our 
trespasses,” (emphasis mine). 
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The word trespass refers to the violation of law, deliberate rebellion. 1 John 3:4 says, 
“…sin is lawlessness.” Sin is overstepping the bounds of God’s law and as a result 
incurring guilt and condemnation. All men stand before God as lawbreakers. 
 
Our sins are real, numerous and serious. They are the breaking of God’s commandments, 
namely the First and Second tables of the 10 Commandments. Consider if you have ever 
been guilty of the following: 
 
• placing your trust in anything other than the living God in order to find ultimate 

meaning and happiness. If so, you have committed idolatry and broken the first 
commandment; there are 9 more to go! 

• contempt for God 
• abuse of God’s Name 
• failure to obey and honor our parents  or any who are in authority 
• despair, hatred, anger, bitterness, doubt and unbelief 
• revenge, loathing, ingratitude, holding grudges, intemperate lust and lack of moral 

purity 
• malign, slander, gossip or lie; discontentment and coveting of other men’s 

possessions, positions and prosperity 
 
It was on account of these things (i.e., our trespasses; law breaking) that God the Father 
delivered Christ over to death on the Cross. Christ, Paul says, was delivered over to 
punishment for the guilt of our law breaking. 
 
All people stand guilty before God for having broken His law. Thus, Christ’s death was 
necessary to serve as a substitute for our state of guilt before His judgment seat. 
 
Paul has already discussed the death of Christ for our sins as being necessary for 
justification in 3:24-25. Paul writes that through faith in Christ’s death we are “24 justified 
by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God [the 
Father] put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith…” 
 
Christ bore our trespasses in His body on the Cross. As our substitute, He took our place 
and willingly and voluntarily bore the punishment that we deserved for our sins (1 Pet. 
2:24a). 
 
At the Cross, God the Father, as the Judge, took all of our transgressions and laid them on 
Christ, “the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all,” (Isa. 53:6b). 
 
Herein we are confronted with the exceeding power, awful reality and dreadfulness of 
sin. 
 
Martin Luther, commenting on Galatians 1:4 where Paul writes, “who gave himself for 
our sins, writes,  
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“The force and power of sin is amplified by these words: ‘Who gave Himself for 
our sins.’ We are indifferent, and we regard sin as something trivial, a mere 
nothing. Although it brings with it the sting and remorse of conscience, still we 
suppose that it has so little weight and force that some little work or merit of ours 
will remove it. But we should note here the infinite greatness of the price paid for 
it. Then it will be evident that its power is so great that it could not be removed by 
any means except that the Son of God be given for it,” (Luther’s Works, vol. 26, 
p. 33). 

 
This is Paul’s emphasis as well in Romans 4:25. Because our sins are so great, so 
numerous and so invincible, God the Father delivered the Son of God over to death to 
abolish our sins that He might justify all who believe. 
 
A Christian then regards his sin as very serious. A Christian sees that Christ was given 
not for the righteous and saints but for the unrighteous and sinners, as Jesus said that He 
came not for the healthy but for the sick (Matt. 9:12). He did not come to call the 
righteous but sinners (Matt. 9:13). He did not come to call the rich but the poor (i.e., 
those who recognize their spiritual poverty; Matt. 11:5; Mark 10:17-31; Luke 4:18). 
 
A Christian believes that God the Father delivered over His Son to death, not for his 
holiness, righteousness or merit, but for his sins! Therefore, the Christian turns 
completely away from trusting in his own goodness, righteousness and efforts and trusts 
only in Christ. 
 
A Christian believes that his sins are not removed by any other means than by the Son of 
God. A Christian trusts in the death of Christ as the sole means by which he or she can be 
forgiven, justified and reconciled to God.  
 
What assurance does the believer have that Christ’s death actually paid for his sins in 
full? 
 
This leads us to the second great truth of the gospel that Paul sets forth in v. 25. 
 
II. CHRIST WAS RAISED FROM DEATH FOR OUR JUSTIFICATION (ROM. 4:25B). 
 
Not only did God the Father deliver Christ over to death for our sins, but He also raised 
Him from the dead for our justification (Acts 2:23; Rom. 6:4; 8:11; 10:9; 1 Pet. 1:21). 
 
This is simply another way of Paul saying what he says in 2 Corinthians 5:19, “namely, 
that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself.” 
 
You may be wondering, “Didn’t Paul already declare that we are justified by the death of 
Christ?” 
 
Of course! But, the point he is making here is this: The cross and resurrection cannot and 
must not be separated. Paul is emphasizing that Christ died and rose for our justification. 
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Both are crucial and must be believed for justification. For justification to be a reality and 
for the gospel to be the gospel neither can be divorced from the other. The gospel as well 
as our justification stands or falls upon both. 
 
In what way, then, is Jesus’ resurrection necessary for our justification? 
 
If Christ had not risen from the dead, then He was not who He claimed to be and He 
would not have accomplished what He claimed to have accomplished. 
 
Paul, in 1 Corinthians 15:17, writes, “if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and 
you are still in your sins.” 
 
Charles Hodge notes, “With a dead Saviour, a Saviour over whom death had triumphed 
and held captive, our justification had been for ever impossible,” (Romans, p. 129). 
 
If we are still in our sins then there is no possibility of being justified. We are still under 
condemnation and judgment.  
 
If God the Father had not raised Christ, this would have evidenced the fact that God the 
Father rejected Christ’s death instead of accepted it.  
 
But, in the resurrection, God the Father was making a powerful, public proclamation. He 
was proclaiming that Christ was actually who He claimed to be and that He truly 
accomplished what He came to accomplish. 
 
The resurrection was God the Father’s vindication of Jesus as the true Messiah, the Son 
of God, Lord of the universe. 
 
In Romans 1:4, Paul says Jesus “was declared to be the Son of God in power according to 
the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead…” 
 
N.T. Wright observes, “The resurrection demonstrates that the cross was not just another 
messy liquidation of a would-be but misguided Messiah; it was the saving act of God,” 
(The Resurrection of the Son of God, p. 248). 
 
The resurrection was also God the Father’s vindication of Jesus’ saving work. 
 
Martyn Lloyd-Jones wrote,  
 

“If God had not raised Him from the grave we might draw the conclusion that our 
Lord was not able to bear the punishment of the guilt of our sins, that it was too 
much for Him, and that His death was the end. But He was raised from the dead; 
and in raising Him up God was proclaiming that His Son had completed the work, 
that full expiation has been made, that He is propitiated and completely satisfied. 
The resurrection declares that, and it is in that sense that He is ‘risen again for our 
justification,” (Romans, p. 244). 
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In the resurrection, God the Father proclaims that He is fully satisfied with Christ’s 
atonement for sin. On the cross, Christ cried, “It is finished,” and in the resurrection God 
the Father proclaimed, “It is accepted!” 
 
The resurrection declares: 
 
• That Christ indeed bore the full punishment of our transgressions; 
 
• That He fully satisfied the just demands of God’s law; 
 
• And, that he fully and completely exhausted every ounce of God’s wrath and 

judgment that was against us because of our sin (cf. 1 Jn. 4:10). 
 
In the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be 
taken from me. Yet, not as I will, but as you will,” (Matt. 26:39). 
 
At His arrest, Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the 
Father has given me,” (John 18:11)? 
 
The “cup” is a metaphorical expression referring to God’s judgment and wrath poured 
out on sinful people (cf., Rev. 14:9-10). 
 
On the cross, Jesus drank every last drop God’s wrath and judgment that was due to us. 
He completely exhausted the wrath and judgment of God. On the cross, He bore the full, 
undiluted force of God’s wrath and judgment and exhausted it. And, the resurrection is 
God the Father’s vindication that He truly did so. 
 
Now, for all who trust in Christ, there is nothing more in the cup! All condemnation, all 
judgment, all wrath is gone. The cup is empty! 
 
This is the good news of the gospel! This is the good news of Easter and the resurrection! 
All who trust in Jesus never have to despair about God’s judgment. There is no need to 
fear God’s coming judgment. There is no possibility of experiencing God’s wrath. 
Because of Christ’s death and resurrection we can have confidence for the day of 
judgment (cf. 1 John 4:10, 17-18). 
 
The resurrection assures us that if we believe, we will be justified, our sins will be 
forgiven, death has been and will be defeated and judgment has been turned away!  
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
Let’s return to our original question: How can a man be right with God? And related to 
this, what does it mean to be a Christian? 
 
The answer to both questions is this: 
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A Christian is simply a person who looks altogether away from him or herself and 
believes what God has announced in the gospel concerning His Son, namely that Christ 
died on the Cross for his or her trespasses and that He rose again from the dead for his or 
her justification. 
 
Anyone who believes this, who trusts in Christ alone for his acceptance before a Holy 
God, rests in Christ for the forgiveness of sins, will stand before God fully and 
completely forgiven, justified, righteous in Christ, and adopted as a Child of God. 
 
Are you trusting and relying upon Christ alone for your justification? Or, are you looking 
to and relying upon what you do to make yourself right with God? 
 
A Christian is one who ceases to justify himself by his works or by anything else. A 
Christian looks only and completely to Christ and His righteousness. 
 
Turn away from yourself today and look to Christ. Trust in what God the Father has done 
in Christ through His death and resurrection. 
 
The resurrection authenticates the whole gospel. As surely as Jesus rose from the grave, 
so surely all who believe that Jesus rose from the dead will be justified. 
 
As Paul has already reminded us in Romans 4:5, “…to the one who does not work but 
believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness…” True 
saving faith looks only to Jesus Christ and trusts in nothing else. 
 
Perhaps someone may be thinking, “I would like to believe, but I have been and am a 
terrible sinner. I haven’t been trusting in Christ. I have been trusting in any and 
everything but Christ. How could God possibly justify me?” 
 
The answer is that you must, like Abraham, simply believe. You must believe God’s 
promise to you. 
 
When it came to procreation, Abraham and Sarah were as good as dead! Despite this fact, 
they believed that God was able to bring to life things that were dead. 
 
Abraham believed in God “who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things 
that do not exist,” (Rom. 4:17). God promised Abraham a son. He believed and God 
counted his faith as righteousness (Rom. 4:22)! 
 
This is how a man can be right with God and what it means to be a Christian. 
 
Though we are fallen, weak, helpless and dead before God in our sins (Eph. 2:1) and 
though God’s judgment is certain, despite all of this we can trust and rest in this God of 
atonement and resurrection! 
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This is justifying faith, believing the promise of the gospel that you, a guilty sinner, can 
stand before God’s judgment seat blameless before the presence of his glory with great 
joy (Jude 24)! 
 
Because of the gospel, the believer no longer fears death and the grave and he no longer 
despairs of God’s final judgment. 
 
Listen carefully to the following words of Martyn Lloyd-Jones, 
 

“The Christian is a man who says, ‘Yes, alas, it is true; I have been vile and 
horrible and a desperate sinner, yet I believe I stand righteous in the presence of 
God in Christ.’ He can face his past, he can look into himself and see the vileness, 
the pollution, of sin still remaining, and when the devil says, ‘Do you think you 
have a right to say that you are a Christian?’, he says, ‘Yes, I do. In spite of the 
fact that all this is true of me, I know I am righteous in Christ.’ He does not look 
at himself to find justification, he looks entirely out to Christ and all that he is in 
Christ. He believes this Word about the resurrection, the proclamation of God in 
raising Christ from the dead. He looks to that in spite of all. If you cannot do that 
you have not got justifying faith. Faith is this confident protest against every voice 
that assails us from within and from hell. It stands with Paul in chapter 8 and says, 
‘Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth.’ 
Who is he that condemneth in the light of that? There is no one, there is nothing. 
It is in spite of what we know about ourselves, of what the Law knows about us, 
of what hell knows about us. So stop talking about your past sins, stop talking 
about your present sinfulness. In this matter of justification you must not mention 
them. You just stand as you are in the righteousness of Jesus Christ, and in Him 
believe the staggering Word of God about yourself,” (Romans, pp. 248-249). 
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